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It's on again!... Freparations
for the annual Barunga Festi-
val are in full swing, with 2008
marking the 23rd anniversary of
one of the MNaorthaern Territory’s
biggest and maost historic cul-
tural festivals.

To ensure the event goes off
with a minimuwm of fuss, the
Jawovyn Association in Katherine
has engaged the services of a
full time festival coordinator to
oversee this year's event.

“Wihat makes this year's
festival even more special than
most is the celebration of the
20th anniversary of the Barunga
Statement®, " Lisa fMumibin,
Chairperson of the Jawoyn A5
sociation said.

“It's ane of the Territory’s
premier Testivals, its being go-
ing for 23-years, [and] this year
is the 20th anniversary of the
Barunga Statement which was
presented to former Prirme Min-
ister, Bob Hawka."

As abways, there will be
plenty of sporting and cultural
events to invalve visitors amnd
locals alike,

Enjoying success at last year's
event, festival organisers hawve

ik

Mia Christophersen, Preston Lee and Jamie Ah Faotf

20 years of the Barunga
Statement: Barunga Festival

once again jained forces with
the Road Safety Division Drink
Safe caoordinators to ancourage
local, regional and interstate
bands to compose & song pro-
maoting safe driving and road
wafety and to enter thase sangs
into the Road Safety Song Com-
petition warning of and encour-
aging peopla not ta drink and
drinde.

This vear will also see the
introduction of a bungul corm-
petition for traditional dance
Droi s,

The introduction of a com-
munity forum in 2008 s a new
initiative by the aorganising
team, but ane festival coordina-
tor, Mia Christophersen, believes
may be relevant given events in
the NMorthern Territory during
the past 10-months.

“Considering that last yvear
Morthern Territory communi-
ties were placed under the
intervention, we are having a
forum this year that will look
at the past 20-years; what has
been adhieved; what has been
lost; what has been gained; and
wihat has been removed from
Aboriginal communities, ™ Mia

said.,

“Considering what was writt-
ten in the [Barunga] Statement,
| think it = going to be a pretty
interesting forum.™

This yvears Testival is dedicat-
ed to Ngamutjulu Ngal Bagala
(Whynjorrot)) and Mgapunun
Bokmarmde (Andrews), Two
senior Jawoyn elders who have
passed avway since the 2007
festival.
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